
it all started with water is an extension to the Cambridge 
Farmers’ Market that honours and celebrates an element 
indispensable for both the market’s and the visitors’ mutual 
flourishing – water. Upon visiting the site, water stood out as 
the supernatural force stitching the context together. From 
the river to the surrounding buildings: the existing market 
building, church, and city archives, all possess a deep 
relationship to water. 

The project is primarily organized around a long rain 
garden, located at the lowest grade of the site, and 
separating the old market from the new addition. An 
outdoor space runs parallel, evoking the market’s historical 
presence along the east banks of the Grand River. The 
project takes on a holistic approach to highlighting water 
education and access. Water is used in multiple ways, from 
leisure activities in the public realm to pragmatic building 
and site functions. 

A larger building provides market and multipurpose 
spaces, while a smaller building houses a café, kitchen, 
greenhouse, and street-facing outdoor bathrooms that 
reinforce access to water as a public amenity. Materials and 
details also responded to the parti employing solutions that 
rely on water and highlight its role as an all-encompassing 
element of benefit. 
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